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This rather voluminous textbook (more than 650 pages) summarizes in an encyclopedic fashion almost everything that is currently known about the immunoreactivity patterns of human tumors for the several hundreds of antibodies in use in immunohistology laboratories. The book offers a wealth of information in the form of written text, many micrographs that are often (but not always) well chosen and of good quality, bar graphs and tables, diagnostic algorithms or rather decision trees, and thousands of references.
The opening chapter, on techniques, is excellent. It is concise yet comprehensive, systematic yet practical in everyday use. The second chapter, on cost effectiveness, which constitutes with the first the methodological introduction to the organ system-oriented chapters, disserves the book. I simply could not follow the authors' lines of reasoning. What, for example, to make of the following phrase 'One reason why immunohistochemistry appears to be so cost effective is that the benefit to cost ratio of immunohistochemistry is relatively low compared with the same ratio in other medical procedures. ' Things get better in the organ-oriented chapters but to a variable degree. An overall characteristic of the book is the variability in approach and in didactic quality between the chapters. This is frequently the case in multi-authored volumes and might have been avoided by much more rigorous editing. Some chapters are of exemplary quality. The chapter on non-Hodgkin's lymphomas is concise and practice-oriented. The key diagnostic points are a real help in diagnoses. The chapter on soft tissue and osseous neoplasms, in contrast, is very descriptive, has no key diagnostic points, and might not be a big help in solving diagnostic problems. Some chapters lack accuracy in the description of the characteristics of the relevant antigens. About laminin I read, 'It is a 1000 kd molecule, the three short forms and one long arm of which have globular end regions.' That it is a family of heterotrimeric cross-shaped molecules, of which some members show cell type specific localization (which might even be of diagnostic use!), is left to the imagination of the author.
The diagnostic algorithms are a nice idea but difficult in use. Where do they begin? How reliable is their use (as an immunoreactivity-guided decision tree) in diagnostic practice?
A striking example of the heterogeneity of the book is the printing of the graphs and the algorithms. Some chapters have the graphs in color, others in black and white, and this holds true also for the algorithms.
Overall, therefore, I have somewhat mixed feelings about the book. The wealth of information is its major asset: if you know what you are looking for and are persistent, you will probably find it. If you have a problem in your daily diagnostic practice, the book might appear less helpful than you hoped. Time will tell whether in its present form it will become a classic. I wonder.
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